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Northwest Education Access provides comprehensive and
individualized support to help low-income young people, ages 16-
29, build their own path to higher education and beyond.

OUR MISSION

2021-22 felt like a year of re-emergence as we eased back into in-person
work and welcomed more students back to rejoin their educational
pathways. While young people still remain disconnected from school at
higher rates than before COVID, NWEA served 9% more students this year
than the previous year, giving us hope that youth and young adults are
slowly beginning to reconnect with their education goals.                                
     

{My Education Advocate} helped me figure out
what kind of degree I wanted. And {that} helped me
realize I really do like science and really do want to
pursue optometry and she's very supportive with
that. She really paved the way. I had an idea, and
she directed me to it. 

-MIZPAJOY, Student

THANKS TO OUR COMMUNITY
I feel like the relationship has always been one of
compassion, empathy, and support from day one.
and that hasn't changed. It's just grown. 

- CLARISSA, student

CHANGING STUDENT LIVES 

Honestly, I had never heard of financial aid
before. I was under the impression that I would
have to take a loan or I would have to work two
jobs to pay everything out of pocket. Thankfully
that was not the case. Konto and Northwest
Education Access gave me all the knowledge I
needed about it, and it really made me feel more
confident. 

-JOSHUA, student

The fullness of this past year reflects the unwavering commitment of the NWEA community.
How we show up at the organizational level is a reverberation of how individuals show up for
each other in our day to day relationships. A young person shows courage in setting a goal to
go back to school. An Education Advocate takes time to learn and share a range of program
options. School staff grapple with how to establish welcoming environments. Volunteers share
time by providing tutoring or mentoring. Community members offer resources of time,
expertise, advocacy, and funding. Policymakers challenge the status quo by centering
community needs in reimagining public systems. We are all connected and interdependent. 

As we continue to re-emerge, I want to express my deep gratitude for the part that each of
you holds in moving us all forward toward greater joy, thriving, and liberation.

NWEA held community and youth listening sessions and surveyed over 300 students to learn
how we could better meet their needs and leverage partnerships. In response we’ve been
strengthening our navigation services around mental health supports and learning differences.
We deepened our presence in Tacoma as we added new Education Advocates to support the
Pierce County community. We officially launched our presence in Snohomish County with a
new partnership with Edmonds College. We’ve been busy! 
                            

Laura DiZazzo
Executive Director                



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, elite consectetur adipiscing, sed do
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam,.
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OUR SUPPORTERS
A special thank you to all of our generous 2021-2022 supporters, including the following
corporations, foundations, and government. Your gifts help us to live out our mission. 

Alaska Airlines Foundation
Amazon
American Chemical Society Puget Sound
The Anderson Foundation
Ballmer Group
Bamford Foundation
Bartell Drugs
BECU Foundation
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
BNSF Railway Foundation
The Boeing Company
Buck Tide Construction LLC
City of Seattle - DEEL
Deacon Charitable Foundation
Eastside Community Aid Thrift Shop
Electronic Scrip, Inc.
Ellison Foundation
Ernest R. and Audrey M. Turner 
     Foundation
Florence B. Kilworth Foundation

Gesa Credit Union
Get Schooled Foundation
Give Lively
Google Matching Gifts
Green River College
Harvest Foundation
Heritage Bank
Highline College
IECA Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Kinetic West
King County
The Kirkpatrick Family Foundation
Krueger Sheet Metal Company
Laird Norton Company, Inc.
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Lucky Seven Foundation
Mannix Canby Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts
MJ Murdock Charitable Trust

Motorola
MultiCare
The Norcliffe Foundation
Northwest Children's Fund
NW Grants & Consulting
Optimal
Plugable Technologies
Port Jobs
Posel Foundation
Puyallup Tribe of Indians
Raedeke Associates
Red String Foundation
Renton Regional Community 
      Foundation
Renton Technical College
Roland Residential Services 
Rotary Club of Mercer Island
Rotary Club of Seattle - 
     International District
Salesforce.com

Satterberg Foundation
Seattle Central College
Seattle Children's Hospital
Seattle Legacy Fund
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation
T-Mobile USA
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund
Union Bank
Verizon
VMware
Washington State OSPI
Windermere Real Estate - 
      Capitol Hill
Windermere Real Estate - 
      Greenwood
Windermere Real Estate - 
      Madison Park
Woodworth Family Foundation
Workforce Central of Pierce
      County
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